The Grapevine
Published by and for Mutual 14 of Leisure World

Mark Your
Calendar
***
JOIN US!!!
All unit owners and residents
are encouraged to attend
Board meetings and
Committee meetings.
MEETINGS

Board Of Directors
Tuesday,
March 15, 2016
Administration
Building at 9:30 a.m.

Property Maintenance
Committee, Thursday,
March 3, 2016 at 11 AM,
Harbor Room, Clubhouse 1
Social Committee
#1 Vantage Hill Court
[Moores’ residence]

March 8, 2016 at 1 PM
Landscape Committee
Annapolis Room CH1
March 21 at 1:30 PM
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It seems that we survived the Blizzard of 2016! The fire in the
underground transformer by building 10 and Vantage Hill Ct. did not help
the situation at all. All buildings and plaza homes had sporadic electricity
for most of the storm. None of the elevators worked. Units had different
degrees of electricity problems. We are wired very strangely in my
unprofessional opinion. Most of the older Mutuals in Leisure World have
similar wiring configurations.
Fortunately for us PEPCO had few problems during the storm and
was able to work on our problem immediately during the blizzard and for
several days after. They worked on several other transformers in the
Mutual through Monday. The elevator engineer was called Monday and
said he would come as soon as PEPCO was finished. He had all the
elevators working by Tuesday
evening.
McFall and Berry were able to follow their predicted schedule of
snow removal, and I think they did a good job considering the overwhelming amount of snow we had. We who live below the Mason Dixon
line are not used to 30 inches of snow. Unlike some of our northern
neighbors who deal with double-digit amounts of snow frequently; we
can only make a valiant attempt to cope when Mother Nature decides to
dump on us.
My husband and I moved to Leisure World after Snowmageddon
in 2010 because we did not want to shovel a driveway or sidewalk again.
We are very happy to have the “elves” come out and magically do the
walks and streets. Even they struggled with this storm, but let’s give
them a break: 30 inches is tons and tons of snow.
Thinking of a warm day at a beach anywhere in the world.
“We are what we think.
All that we are
arises with our thoughts.
With our thoughts,
we make the world.”

Linda ONeil
301-438-3232

jimoneil007@comcast.net

The President’s Corner
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Robo Calls
Did you get the robo calls during the power outages?
If you did not get them, you really should call Kathy Viney (301-598-2691) to get your phone number added.
These calls are really good information.

Notes from the Board
We have a new venue for our Annual Meeting on April 28th. We’ve booked the Baltimore Room in Clubhouse
1 for a 2:00pm social hour to be followed by the official meeting beginning at 3:00pm. You’ve received the
‘call for candidates’ and we urge you to give serious consideration to running for one of the three seats on the
Board of Directors.
“To love one’s city, and have a part in its advancement and improvement,
is the highest privilege and duty of a citizen.” Daniel Burnham
Pat Leanza, chairman of the Property Maintenance Committee, informed the Board that members are looking
into various projects for 2016 (standpipe and fire alarm system upgrades, concrete repairs, and maintenance
of electrical equipment to name a few) but they’re not yet ready to make reports or recommendations.
Linda ONeil reported that McKenzie Engineering inspected apartment attics again, so he could see the effect
of truss uplift after a cold snap when the ceiling separation in third-floor units is the worst. While we don’t
have his official report yet, he did indicate that there might be some inexpensive projects that would at least
improve the environment (temperature and humidity) in the attics, may reduce the extent of uplift, and reduce
our energy costs in the bargain. Stay tuned.
There have been some complaints about noise. Whether you are a “night owl” or a “morning dove”, please
give a thought to your sleeping neighbors, especially in the wee hours when running water, exhaust fans, and
flushing toilets sound so much louder than at other times of day. If you’re having a problem, don’t wait until
the molehill becomes a mountain. Talk to your neighbors! They may be completely unaware that they’re
creating a disturbance.

Happy Birthday
Personals…
DID WE MISS YOUR BIRTHDAY? Let Beth
Leanza know and we will include it.

3/07
3/11
3/21
3/21
3/23
3/26

Frank Lozupone
Evelyn Perlmutter
Sue Bailey
Jim ONeil
Bette Campbell
Linda ONeil

(B17-3A)
(B12-2G)
(B12-3C)
(B10-3A)
(B13-1C)
(B10-3A)

Landscape Committee
Spring will be here sooner than later, and I know we have a lot of new residents who may think everything is
done by McFall & Berry. Ground floor residents are required to take care of the gardens outside their sliders
(4 feet out) and the end units must tend to the open space by their front doors. If you can’t do this, or don’t
want to, you may hire someone to do it for you.
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If you are interested in being on the landscape committee, we meet the 3rd Monday of each month at 1:30 in
Clubhouse I. We look forward to having some new people. Next meeting is Monday, March 21st.
Sharon Moores

Social Committee
We have been told we have the best socials in all of Leisure World. They may not be the best, but they are
the cheapest. Now here are the problems we are having. Lack of help and lack of attendance.
Three of the volunteers are in their mid-eighties and they can only do so much. Some of the suggestions that
have been made are to have fewer functions, have less involved functions. What no one understands is that
we charge $10 per function and some of the functions don’t cost that much, so we have money left over to do
a holiday party that would have cost $20 plus cash bar.
Most high-rises have a function per month that is limited to about 70 in their party room at $15-20 with BYOB
or in the Clubhouse at $30 plus cash bar.
I have asked for help before and people will say, “Call me.” I guess I’m being selfish, but after we have
planned the function, done all the shopping and necessary cooking, I’m not going to get on the phone and
call people to have them tell me, “Oh, I can’t this time.”
We need some help. The commitment is 5 or 6 days a year for the functions. We set up at 2:00 PM, go home
and then come back for the function. We usually do this on a Wednesday, but we are open if people want to
change that. We are also appealing to have two people at each function to help clean up.
It is everyone’s turn to be heard. What do you want to do about the socials? We can’t do this without some
help. We will be having a meeting at 1:00 PM, Tuesday, March 8th at 1 Vantage Hill Ct. to see what we can
do for 2016. If you can’t come, please call with your input at 301-438-0048.
Thanks to everyone,
Sharon Moores

Reminders & Vital Info
Clothes Dryers
We have a responsibility to ourselves and to our neighbors for properly operating and caring for our dryers.
While the Mutual cleans the exhaust lines every two years, keeping the dryer clean from lint build-up will
prevent unnecessary energy use and fire hazard.
• Lint screens should be cleaned after each use. Vacuum lint particles that accumulate around and
under the dryer to reduce the fire hazard.
• Use of fabric softeners has been found to cause a waxy, invisible substance to build up on the lint
screen blocking airflow. Occasional washing of the lint screen with soap and water will prevent this.
• Test for any excess heat while it is running. Alert our Mutual Assistant if you find this to be so. It is
also a good idea to make a visual check of the outside exhaust point to assure there is no lint build up
there and that the flap is operating freely.
Fire Safety
Your smoke detector only alerts you to a possible fire in your unit.
It is not connected to LW Security or the Fire Department.
•

Fire Alarm pulls can be found in the apartments’ atrium or catwalks near the stairwells. They only alert
your neighbors to a potential problem; they are not connected to LW Security or the Fire Department.
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You still have to call 911.

If you hear the Fire Alarm:
• Leave your unit if you are able, and close the door behind you. Do not lock it.
• Do not use the elevator.
• Go to the carport or lobby of the building opposite or next-door. Don’t get in the way of the emergency
personnel. Wait for the “all clear”.
• If you are unable to leave your unit, stay inside. Unlock your front door. Go into a bedroom and close
the door. Wait for emergency personnel to come to you.
Insurance Deductible
Maryland law requires condominium owners to reimburse the Mutual for their deductible, up to $5,000, "if the
cause of any damage to any portion of the condominium originates in their unit", regardless of fault or
responsibility. The Board strongly recommends that each owner have an HO-6 homeowner’s insurance policy
that will reimburse you for this. If you have any questions, please contact your insurance agent.

Comcast Issues? Call 1-855-638-28

M14 ONLINE:
Contact the Mutual with our e-mail
address:
M14@mutual-14.org
Web Site:

www.mutual-14.org
http://www.lwmc.com

The LWCC Executive Board meets Friday, (10
days before the LWCC Board) at 9:30 am in
Clubhouse I.
The LWCC Board meets on the last Tuesday
of each month at 9:30 am in Clubhouse I.
Tune in to Channel 974
EVERY day at 4PM and 7PM
to see either
the Executive Board meeting OR
the LWCC (full) Board of Directors meeting
televised.
Solutions
Building Problems? Call the Mutual Assistant
Kenia Callejas
301-598-1338

kcallejas@lwmc.com
Emergencies, when the assistant is not available
Call Physical Properties 301-598-1500
After Hours and Weekends
Call Main Gate
301-598-1044
Light Bulb in the Hallway?
Call Pat Leanza 301-598-4569

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:
Linda ONeil
301-438-3232
jimoneil007@comcast.net
Vice President:
James Moores
301-438-0048
mooresgang@aol.com
Secretary:
Kathy Viney
301-598-2691
kathyviney@juno.com
Treasurer:
Bobbie Palmer
301-598-7712
ocbobbiep@comcast.net
Director:
Barbara Martin
301-598-0644
Director:
John Radcliffe
301-233-0093
jradrltr@aol.com
Director:
Pat Leanza
(until April 2016)
301-598-4569
leanzap@yahoo.com
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Building Rep:
Kathy Viney
Budget & Finance:
Richard Bambach
Landscape:
Sharon Moores
Property Maintenance: Pat Leanza
Social:
Sharon Moores
Architectural Design
(Subcommittee of PMC) Linda ONeil
Rules
Kathy Viney
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